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Malvern’s Chris Downs, with nephews Sean Beverly (center), 6, and Ryan Beverly, 8

Downs and ups

Football a family affair for upbeat Malvern star

by Ted Silary
Daily News Sports Writer
hris Downs has heard the story so
he almost can use the exact same words each time to
retell it
How his father, Dee, showed up for practice with a
semipro footbell feem in Sharon Hill on Aug 31,195
How he realized when he reached the field that
on of bis Cleats was stll in the trunk of his car.
w he returned 1o his car and saw two women
sundmg near!
How he spoke 1o one and .
Porewo yosrs, eight childcen and 10 grandchi
drewlater; Des and Joun Downs aresill togothr,
living near and Cobbs Creek in Southwest
Philadelphia, and Tootbal is sl & major part of
theirlife.
The primary atiention these days i being focused
59, und senior at Malvern Prep
oo st S-nmrd-y ecesas only the second PIAYee i
nter-Ac League history 1o lift his career rushing
total over 3,000 yards.
ere is also Tony, a senior (but younger than
Chris) who starts at defensive back for Malvern.
There is also Derrick, a r
seeing some action at running back for the Univer-
sity of Delaware and is expected 1o challenge for a
starting spot next season. [n 1995, e was  irtteam
Daily News AllCity el efensi;
here 1 o i (nCUghE 1 not for fhe missing
eat

“When he came out to that car and started fum-
bling around, looking for football shoe,
that am 1 was thinking,
“This gy must be & nut. He didn't even bring two
shoes?” *

Chris: “He probably “lost" it on purpose. 1
think something was u
ris Downs was laughing when he said that
Then again, when isnt
If there’s one thing Ch i Dowas does better than
run a football, it enjoy | me In fact, to call
happygolucky is to make understatement.
Ehris whether he's surprised by s success
e i
Ask him whether there’s someone in the pros he
kles.
After a while, one begins 10 wonder whether
someone who appears o be 5o filled with sunshi:

can possibly possess the eye of the tiger.

Phew, does he ever.

Down’s last season set an Inter-Ac rushing record
with 1,682 yards and this season he likely will blow
that number away. Already, he has carried 149 times
for 1,260 yards and 16 touchdowns for coach Gaspare

“Gamp" Pellegrini’s Friars (61), who have four
games remaining,

rushed 38 times for 298
ards and a touchdown against Germantown Acad-

tmy and added amother score on an 87.yard kickoft
return. His career totals show 384 carries, 3,1

Inter-Ac champion in the
three sprint events, exhibits a blend of grace, savvy
and breakaway speed. On a typical run, Chris place:
his hand ower back of fullbac!

as he begins, looking, looking, looking. Then, he
darts toward an opening, adds a shake and/or bake

risis Teceiving mail from the likes af Michigan,
West Virginia, Rutgers, Pittsburgh,
Indiana and Villanova, but he has o idea who's
callin
;My mother handles the phone calls." he said
“She doesn't permit me 1o talk with them. And she
doesn't tell me who's calling, ' not really sure why
She does that, except that she thinks i's best for my
future. She did the same thing with o
ve eight children ranging
from 801017 Robin, Deborah, Donna, Lonnie,Steven.
Derrick, Chris and Tony. Steven starred in football
Penn Wood High and Central State (0
Tve been a football fanatic since | was a kid,"
Said. “We've always been a roomm family.
Now, we're passing it on 10 our Sran
The one thing Chris wants to do SR
anything else is work in otataton Yoz
ight sound Rin of ey o seid, chinck:
lmg. “ut I a can d ly good
Disiey characters — 3, Goofy, etc. Sometimes,
1 sell them to my mends ‘and classmates. Or 1 give
them b w5 il
irifriends plural?

said. 1 don't charge them. | just
ve e he thetch nd say, ‘Here you
©'He laughed

“They get the special ones”®
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